
 

Independent German Public Auditors’ certificate of the description of 
the service-related internal control system and the design and 

effectiveness of  
controls (type 2 certificate) 

 

To the legal representatives of ahd GmbH & Co. KG, shortly ahd, Dortmund: 

Engagement and scope of audit 

With order from 7 September 2021 we have been engaged to report on Managed Ser-
vices performed by ahd in the period from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021, which 
are specified in the attached description. This also includes the design and effectiveness 
of controls performed to achieve the control objectives stated in the description. 

 

Responsibility of ahd’s legal representatives 

The responsibility of ahd’s legal representatives includes 

The completeness and correctness of the description of the service-related internal 
control system as well as the statement made in this respect (see Section III). This 
also includes responsibility for the proper form of presentation. 

The performance of the services specified in the description, 

The description of the criteria serving as a basis of the service-related internal control 
system and the derived control objectives and 

The design, set-up and effective performance of controls to achieve the control objec-
tives stated. 

 

Responsibility of the German Public Auditor 

Our responsibility is to give an opinion, based on the audit conducted by us, on 

The description of the service-related internal control system, 

The suitability of the underlying criteria and the derived control objectives as well as 

On the design and effectiveness of the controls performed to achieve the control ob-
jectives outlined in the description. 

We have conducted our audit in accordance with the ISAE audit standard “Assurance 
Reports on Controls at a Service Organization” (ISAE 3402, status as at 15 Jun 2011).  

We have planned and performed the audit in such a way that we can give an opinion 
with reasonable assurance that the attached description represents the service-related 
internal control system properly in all material respects and that the controls shown 
have been adequately designed and are effective. 

An inspection of the service-related internal control system with the service company 
includes the performance of audit procedures in order to obtain audit evidence for the 
information contained in the description of the service-related internal control system 
and the adequacy of the design of controls and their effectiveness. 

The selection of the audit procedures is at the obligatory discretion of the German 
Public Auditor who makes the selection based on the assessment of the risk that the 
description does not properly represent the service-related internal control system or  

 

 



 

 

that the controls are not appropriate or effective. Our audit procedures included func-
tional checks of controls that we deemed necessary to give an opinion with reasonable 
assurance on the effectiveness of the controls in order to achieve the control objectives 
stated in the description. 

The audit also included an assessment of the overall presentation of the description, 
the adequacy of the control objectives described therein and the suitability of the cri-
teria used. 

We are of the opinion that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and suit-
able to serve as the basis for our audit opinion. 

 

Inherent limits on controls in service companies  

The description of ahd’s service-related internal control system was prepared for a large 
number of customers and their Auditors. Therefore, the description may not include all 
aspects that individual customers consider as important for their own control environ-
ment.  

In addition, the service-related internal control system is subject to system-inherent 
limits, which may lead to processing errors occurring unrecognised. Furthermore, based 
on our findings, future conclusions involve the risk for the future that changes to the 
service-related internal control system may affect the admissibility of these conclusions.  

 

Audit opinion 

We give our audit opinion based on the statements made in section 1.5 of our report 
from 21 January 2022 and in consideration of the audit standards described in sec-
tion 1.2. 

According to our assessment, we conclude that the description of the service-related 
internal control system in all material respects 

Properly represents ahd’s service-related internal control system for the period from 
1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021, 

The outlined control objectives are appropriate and were derived on the basis of sui-
table criteria, 

The outlined controls in the period from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021 had 
been set up and were appropriate, 

The audited controls, i.e. the controls which guarantee with reasonable assurance that 
the control objectives stated in the description are achieved, were effective in the pe-
riod from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021. 

 

Description of audit of controls  

The audited controls and their control objectives as well as the type and results of the 
audit procedures are described on the pages in Section IV. 

 

Addressees and use of this certificate 

This certificate and the report on the audit are intended exclusively for use by ahd’s 
legal representatives and their customers and the latter’s Auditors, provided that they  

 

 



 

 

have received the certificate with our express consent and have sufficient knowledge 
to use this report together with further information, inter alia, on controls performed 
by the customers themselves, to be taken into account when gaining an understanding 
of Managed Services. 

We issue this certificate on the basis of the contract concluded with ahd, which is 
based, also with effect vis-à-vis third parties, on the enclosed General Engagement 
Terms for German Public Auditors and Auditing Companies dated 1 January 2017, 
which also provide for a liability agreement. 

 

 

 
 

 

Cologne, 22 January 2022 

 

 

   

   

   
 

  

 
  

Neu 
German Public Auditor 

 Grigo 
CISA, CRISC, CISM, CDPSE, CIA 
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